An alkaline extract of coal has been obtained by P. E. Reisch, by digesting coal dust with caustic soda, boiling the liquid, and afterwards neutralizing it with hydrochloric acid. In this manner he obtains a new tanning material which he calls pyrofuscine ; and though the process of treating leather with it is more complicated than the usual tanning process, he believes it to be half as cheap as the bark process, and cheaper than the alum process.
As illustrative of the means by which some sorts of cheap ?German goods are produced, a factory inspector states that at Diisseldorf children of little over four years of age were found helping in the weaving factories. The law prohibits children under twelve years of age being employed, but apparently it is being disobeyed with impunity.
A very ingenious invention is the "Immisch" clinical thermometer. It is in appearance like a small watch, and can be attached to an ordinary watch chain, which makes it specially suitable for the use of travellers ; and in sensitiveness and accuracy it has been proved to be quite equal to the thermometer of conventional shape. The " Immisch " thermometer received the first-class award for accuracy and portability at the International Medical Congress in 1881.
It was once our fortune to sit at a card- Iodoform is recommended by Messrs. Casson, M.R.C.S., and Bronnen, F.C.S., to be combined with candles to form a sort of automatic disinfectant. The power of iodine in this respect is well known. When iodoform is heated it decomposes, iodine being one of the products ; but as this does not take place regularly the iodoform is combined in the candles with salicylic acid, so that while the candles are burning both iodine and phenol are given off. These candles have been found useful for the sick rooms of those suffering from asthma, spasmodic cough, and hay fever. The air of " stuffy" rooms is also rapidly purified by means of them. 
